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Wednesday, April 14, 2010, 1:00 PM

Capitol Annex, Room 169
Frankfort, KY
MEETING SUMMARY

1. Introductions were made by all in attendance:  
Christin Miller, Advocacy Action Network

Mary Nicholson, KVH Local Leader

Betsy Janes, American Lung Association of KY
Pat Seybold, KCDD
Andrea Plummer, KY Youth Advocates

Dean Johnson, Seven Counties Services

Susan Zepeda, Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky
Carolyn Dennis, Friedell Committee

Rich Seckel, KY Equal Justice Center

Laurel True, AARP Volunteer

Carl Boss, KARP

Amy Barkley, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids

Tonya Chang, American Heart Association

James Sharp, American Cancer Society

Tihisha Rawlins, AARP

Joan Buchar, Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky

Bob Gray, Taylor-Gray Associates

Marian Taylor, KY Council of Churches

Chris Skidmore, KY Council of Churches

Sheila Schuster, Advocacy Action Network

Anne Joseph, Covering KY Kids

Pat Delahanty, Catholic Conference of KY

Heidi Schissler, KY Protection and Advocacy

Steve Shannon, KARP

Sarah Nicholson, KY Hospital Association

Bob Castagna, Catholic Conference of KY

2. Introduction of KVH Executive Director:  Sheila Schuster announced the hiring of the new Executive Director for the KY Voices for Health – Jodi Mitchell.  Unfortunately, Mitchell had to go to Ohio due to a death in the family and was not able to be present at the meeting.

3. National Health Care Reform Convening:  Susan Zepeda spoke of a Health Care Reform conference that the Foundation will be convening in May.  The Foundation is working with Community Catalyst, the National Academy for State Health Policy, and the Herndon Alliance to provide the programming.  Zepeda indicated that the Foundation is pulling together state leaders from the Executive and Legislative Branch as well as advocates discussing what’s in the federal health reform law and the timeline for implementation.  The second day will focus specifically on advocates and setting an agenda for the future.

Zepeda stated that the Foundation will be entering into a contract with NASHP to provide additional technical assistance in the future.

4. Bob Gray circulated a draft outline of an issue brief to be developed on Health Care Reform.  The challenge is communicating the appropriate timelines for implementation given that reforms will happen incrementally.  It was noted that it will be important to have places to go for more information.

5. Updates on Endorsements of KVH 2009-2010 Initiatives:  Christin Miller indicated that 168 organizations have endorsed 08-09, 09-10, and/or original RWJ Grant Application.  65+ endorsements were the result of contacts made by local/region leaders.  Christin introduced Mary Nicholson, region leader for Clay, Jackson, and Knox counties. 87 organizations have endorsed the most recent 2009-2010 initiatives.

6. News and Updates from Stakeholders:

· Amy Barkley noted that language is included in all 3 versions of the budget that would create a Medicaid smoking cessation program.  The Medicaid Smoking Cessation Coalition, of which KVH is an active participant, has been working closely with the Governor’s office and met with Medicaid earlier this spring to begin dialogue on implementation.

· Carolyn Dennis informed KVH that Sen. Harper Angel will not need to file the menu labeling bill because it was passes as part of national health reform.

· Joan Buchar and Andrea Plummer provided an update on prevention and physical activity.  Legislation did not pass this year however plans are being made to move the bill next year.  There may be hurdles in the Education Committee that may have to be approached differently.

· Rich Seckel raised the Medicaid resolution to study Medicaid and the possible impetus for future research in this area.

· The Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky will be working on rural health issues.
· Sarah Nicholson stated that she is still hearing that there will be “no Medicaid cuts” in the budget.  KHA is watching some certificate of need issues.

· Laurel True reiterated AARP’s interest in HB 444 involving medication management in assisted living facilities.  

· KVH indicated that the 3rd year of funding from the Public Welfare Foundation has come in. 

· The Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky has a grant available to fund consultant to foster the Foundation’s work with childhood obesity and physical activity.

The next KVH meeting will be in June and meeting dates will be sent out by Christin/Jodi.  
